
POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA IN HEALTH SCIENCE

The Postgraduate Diploma in Health Science is a 120 credit (one year 
full-time), interdisciplinary programme. The Diploma offers a selection 
of blended delivery courses which provide the opportunity for 
qualified nurses, health professionals and health service managers to 
develop advanced practice knowledge and critical analysis skills. This 
programme can lead directly into the Master of Nursing Science.

This programme features two pathways:

The Registered Nurses Pathway offers an opportunity for overseas 
registered nurses to work towards registration in New Zealand.

The Global Health Pathway enables students to investigate the 
worldwide improvement of health, reduction of health disparities and 
protection against global threats from an international context.

MASTER OF NURSING SCIENCE

The Master of Nursing Science is a 180 credit (one and one-half years 
full time) programme which has been designed for internationally 
and New Zealand qualified nurses who wish to further develop 
their knowledge and skills for career advancement within nursing 
practice, education and leadership. All courses require a foundation 
of undergraduate knowledge and skills achieved through previous 
nursing qualifications.

There is a FREE IELTS training option available for this programme, 
see page 3 for details.

CAREER OUTCOMES

Possible job and career opportunities can include:

• Registered Nurse (via CAP pathway, Registered Nurse 
Competence Training Scheme, see page 2)

• Clinical Nurse Specialist

• Nursing Education

• Health Services Manager

• Health Promotion Advisor

• Community Health Support Worker

• Research Assistant

• Tertiary Education Tutor 

POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA IN 
HEALTH SCIENCE
MASTER OF NURSING SCIENCE 2022

CAREER OUTLOOK 
Visit the following websites for the latest information about job 
opportunities in New Zealand for your chosen career path.

CareersNZ offers a range of tools to help you explore jobs and plan 
your career: careers.govt.nz

For extensive information on labour supply and demand for 
occupations visit: occupationoutlook.mbie.govt.nz

For information about the Long Term Skill Shortage List visit: 
skillshortages.immigration.govt.nz

“Our dedicated lecturers are more than 
willing to help us any time in class or 
through emails. Learning advisors are 
always extremely patient in helping us.“

SAJEELA ISMAIL |  India  

Master of Nursing Science

Start: 14 Feb, 18 July ( Napier on-campus)
Length: 1.5 full-time
Level: Level 9
Credits: 180
IELTS: 6.5 (academic) with no band lower than 6.0 or equivalent
Fees: NZ$ 24,400 per year ( Napier on-campus)

Postgraduate Diploma in Health Science

Start: 14 Feb, 18 July, (Napier on-campus)
                      14 Feb, 2 May, 18 Jul, 3 Oct (Auckland and online*)
Length: 1 year full-time
Level: Level 8
Credits: 120
IELTS: 6.5 (academic) with no band lower than 6.0 or equivalent
Fees: NZ$ 25,100 per year (on-campus) 
 NZ$ 20,000 per year (online*)

* Students must be outside New Zealand to study online programmes.

ONLINE STUDY 
OPTIONS

Information for International applicants Napier, Auckland & Online

 international@eit.ac.nz  www.international.eit.ac.nz



SCENARIO 2:  
DEGREE qualified Registered Nurse with MORE 
than TWO years work experience in the FOUR 

years prior to joining EIT.

SCENARIO 3:  
DEGREE qualified Registered Nurse with more 
than TWO years work experience in the THREE 

YEARS prior to joining EIT.

Meet NZ Nursing Council  
IELTS requirements

Registered Nurse Competence 
Training Scheme (CAP pathway)

NZ Nursing Council 
Registration

OUTLINE
The Registered Nurses Pathway has been established for 
internationally qualified nurses who feel they would benefit 
from New Zealand-based academic and clinical support prior to 
undertaking the Registered Nurse Competence Training Scheme (CAP) 
programme.

Scenario 1: This pathway is suitable for nurses who do not intend to 
undertake the CAP programme.

Scenario 2: This pathway is ideal for nurses who do not initially meet 
the work experience requirement or English Language requirement 
for direct entry into the EIT CAP programme. These students will be 
supported through the programme and upon completion, those who 
meet the New Zealand Nursing Council requirements for enrolment 
into the CAP programme will be guaranteed a place on EIT’s CAP 
programme. 

Scenario 3: This pathway is suitable for students who meet the 
requirements for direct entry into CAP. Students can opt to undertake 
the Postgraduate Diploma in Health Science before commencing their 
CAP programme, or can enrol on completion of the CAP programme.

SEMESTER 1:

• Health in Aotearoa New Zealand Level 8

• Choose Elective Level 8

SEMESTER 2:

• Advanced Pathophysiology for Health Professionals Level 8

• Choose Elective Level 8

POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA IN HEALTH SCIENCE: REGISTERED NURSE PATHWAY

SCENARIO 1:  
Diploma qualified Registered Nurse, or Degree 

qualified Registered Nurse with LESS than TWO years 
work experience in the FOUR years prior to joining EIT.

Postgraduate Diploma  
in Health Science

Master of Nursing 
Science

Work in health-related area

Postgraduate Diploma  
in Health Science

Work as Registered Nurse

Master of Nursing 
Science

ENTRY CRITERIA
ACADEMIC ENTRY REQUIREMENTS:  
The requirement for entry is an undergraduate degree or diploma in 
nursing with a New Zealand equivalent Grade B pass or better. 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS:  
PTE (Academic) score of 58 with no band score lower than 50 or 
IELTS (Academic) score of 6.5 with no band score lower than 6.0 (or 
equivalent) achieved within the last 2 years.

 
This table outlines the pathways available for 
Overseas Registered nurses dependant on their 
previous qualifications, work experience and 
English Language abilities. Students will follow 
the path which matches their circumstances.

COURSE SELECTION FOR THE REGISTERED  
NURSE PATHWAY
To complete the programme students will select four courses 
from the Level 8 course list (two each semester). It is 
recommended that students complete the following courses:

BLENDED DELIVERY
The Postgraduate Diploma in Health Science uses a mode of study 
called ‘blended delivery’ which encompasses both online and face-
to-face learning. While this set of qualifications utilises an online 
platform (Moodle) for delivery of subject specific knowledge and 
resources, each student is required to attend various face-to-face 
sessions throughout each week to support their learning in a blended 
fashion. Students are required to be on campus for approximately 20 
hours per week. 

POSTGRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP
There is a postgraduate scholarship available for this programme. 
This postgraduate scholarship provides a small contribution to assist 
students to realise their goal of studying in New Zealand. 

All international students who accept an offer of place for this 
programme will receive the postgraduate scholarship. Please contact 
us for more information: international@eit.ac.nz

S



LEVEL 8 
COURSE NO. COURSE TITLE CREDITS

MN8.401 Advanced Clinical Assessment and Diagnostic Reasoning (N) 30

MN8.402 Advanced Pathophysiology for Health Professionals 30

MN8.405 Ethical Concepts and Legal Issues for Advanced Practice 30

MN8.409 Pharmacotherapeutics for Advanced Nursing / Midwifery Practice (N) 30

MN8.411 Advanced Practice to Support Elder Health 30

MN8.417 Advanced Diabetes Nursing 30

MN8.418 Advanced Primary Health Care 30

MN8.424 Registered Nurse Prescribing Practicum (N) 30

COURSE OPTIONS
NB: Courses are offered subject to sufficient enrolments being received.

MASTER OF NURSING SCIENCE

The programme is designed to meet the needs of registered 
nurses who are seeking postgraduate study to prepare them for 
a variety of advanced nursing practice, nursing education, policy, 
management and other leadership roles. 

The study pathway for the Master of Nursing Science is to select 
four courses from the Level 8 course list; plus two 30-credit 
courses at Level 9, as below. It is recommended for students to 
complete MNSc8.002 Research Paradigms for Nursing Science as 
a prerequisite to enrol in Level 9 Masters courses.

LEVEL 9

MNSc9.001  Critical Inquiry for Nursing

MNSc9.002  Research Project

MN9.490  Masterate Research Thesis

 international@eit.ac.nz  www.international.eit.ac.nz



Disclaimer: The Eastern Institute of Technology Limited is a subsidiary of Te Pūkenga – New Zealand Institute of Skills and Technology. All information in this publication 
pertains to international students, and is correct at the time of publishing but is subject to change. EIT reserves the right to amend/withdraw programmes or courses. 
From 2023 programmes may be subject to review as part of the Reform of Vocational Education and Training. As the review is ongoing, this document is correct at the 
time of publishing but the courses outlined may change over time. For full programme entry requirements visit eit.ac.nz.

Programme content is based on current information and may be subject to change. EIT reserves the right to cancel or postpone any programme and shall not be liable for 
any claim other than that proportion of the programme fee which the cancelled or postponed portion bears.

EIT is now part of Te Pūkenga - New Zealand Institute of Skills and Technology
Te Pūkenga will bring together New Zealand’s Institutes of Technology, Polytechnics, and Industry 
Training Organisations to build a network of on-campus, online, offshore and work-based education 
and training. The quality of education we deliver will not only remain, it will be strengthened by 
being part of the extensive Te Pūkenga network. From 2023 your enrolment will transfer to  
Te Pūkenga and you will become part of the extensive Te Pūkenga network in New Zealand. 

FREE IELTS TRAINING

Students undertaking the Postgraduate Diploma in Health Science with the intention of registering with 
Nursing Council, and those enrolled in the Master of Nursing Science will have the opportunity to study 
the IELTS preparation course. The IELTS preparation course will run for 12 weeks alongside regular classes 
(2 hours per week). This course will help to develop student’s English ability with the aim of passing the 
IELTS test to the level required for registration or help support them to develop their English language 
skills in preparation for their Masters courses. There are no additional fees for this course but students will 
be required to pay for their IELTS test.

MNSC8.002 Research Paradigms for Nursing Science 30

MNSC8.003 Infectious and Communicable Diseases 30

MHS8.424 Global Health 30

MHS8.432 Health Promotion 30

MHS8.443 Health in Aotearoa New Zealand 30


